Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/14 : CIA-RDP80S01540R006700250004-3 

I r 50X1 -HUM 


INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title 
18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation -of which in any manner to an unauthorized person Is prohibited by law. 

S-E-C-R-E-T 


50X1 -HUM 


SUBJECT 


Zhukov Vs Position in the Soviet 
Hierarchy 


DATE DISTR. 


NO. OF PAGES 


28 July 1955 


DATE OF INFO. 


PLACE ACQUIRED 


DATE ACQUIRED 


REQUIREMENT NO. RD 


REFERENCES 


50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 


SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 


Prior to his present assignment as USSR Minister of Defense, Marshal Georgiy 
K* Zhukov has never occupied a position of great responsibility in the CPSU 
or the Soviet Government* He has known how to keep out of political intrigue 
and his career has not been connected in any particular way with the careers 
of the most prominent political leaders. This is true despite the coincidence, 
in 1946, of Zhukov ' s fall from. favor and G. M* Malenkov's temporary eclipse.* 
However, this coincidence could be explained by the fact that both men had a 
common enemy in the late Andrey'A. Zhdanov* 

Zhukov's fall came in March 1946, when he was recalled from his position as 
Supreme Commander in Berlin* The glory which Zhukov had von was threatening 
the prestige of Stalin himself and had also provoked the jealousy of Zhdanov 
and A. M. Vasilyevskiy* The occasion for his disgrace was provided by the 
treason trial of General Andrey A. Vlasov* ''Forty friendly generals" were 
to have aided Vlasov in a tioup d'etat against the Stalin regime, and among 
them Zhukov was at the head* This affair did not have immediate consequences 
so far as Zhukov was concerned, although it did seriously undermine his 
position, and Zhdanov and Valilyevskiy openly sided against him* Shortly 
afterwards K* Ye. Voroshilov proposed Zhukov's recall from Berlin. On 22 
March 1946 the Politburo approved a decision to recall him 'on the ground that 
he could no longer be trusted* *■' 

Three of the current Soviet leaders have in the past had reasons for dis- 
agreement with Zhukov* They are Bulganin, Vasilyevskiy, and Voroshilov* . 

In the case of Bulganin, the reason lies in Zhukov's bitter '-criticism. in 
1940, of the system of political commissars in the Soviet Armed Forces* In 
the case of Voroshilov, it is to be noted that it was Voroshilov who proposed 
Zhukov's recall in 1946* Finally, Vasilyevskiy has had differences with - 
Zhnkof oh several occasions, both in 1946 and later. One duch difference 
was in regard to the credit given for the wartime victory at Stalingrad. It 
was to Zhukov that Stalin had entrusted the task of drawing' up the plans for 
the defense of Stalingrad; however, immediately after the war, in order to 
lessen Zhukov's prestige, the credit for these plans came to be attributed 
to Stalin and to Vasilyevskiy, 
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b* It should he pointed out, however, that among the three leaders who have had 
reasons for disagreement with Zhukov, Bulganin is the one who has distinguished 
himself for his tact and unusual ability In winning the good Will of his sub- 
ordinates in all of the various jobs he has performed* It Is said that Stalin 
made Bulganin Minister of Armed Forces in 19^7 because he believed that 
Bulganin knew how to keep marshals and generals content and at bay . 

5* It may be that Zhukov has been made Minister of Defense in order to assure 
the new soviet Government the support of the country ? s military personnel* 

He may also have been appointed because of the fact that he has not been 
clearly associated in any particular way with such current leading powers 
as Khrushchev and Bulganin. These reasons and Zhukov's own popularity in 
his country may well explain how he rose in power over his constant competitor 
Vasilyevekiyy who collaborated for many years with Bulganin; over I* S.- Konev, 
who has remained tied in allegiance to Khrushchev; and oyer V- D* Sokolovskiy 
and the other marshals » There is no doubt, also, that Zhukov was appointed 
to his post for the purpose of making evident to the West, and to the United ' 
States especially, that the Soviets are decidedly against Western European 
tfnion and German rearmament . Zhukov * s appointment must klso have been in- 
tended to prove the Kremlin's intransigence in regard to the maintenance of 
the positions which the Soviets have won in Central Europe * 


One cannot hypothesize as to how broad Marshal Zhukov's powers in the manage - 
ment of the Soviet Armed Forces actually are, or as to what use he is able to 
put his ministerial authority* One may be sure, however, that he will be ' 
continuously controlled both from above, by the two Presidiums, 1 and from 
below, by his deputy ministers and the other marshals * 


50X1 -HUM, 


1 * 


Comment e 


referyiag to the Presidium of 50X1 -HUM 

rv L ' 


' . ' I 1 , w -t-VA. -4. VUii Vi 

the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Presidium of thO USSR . Council 
of Ministers* 


50X1 -HUM 






S-E*C-R-E-T 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/14 : CIA-RDP80S01540R006700250004-3 




